Feature news - chemical plant

Karbochem cuts
steam usage by 25%

Karbochem, a division of
Sentrachem in Sasolburg, has
experienced a 25% reduction in
steam usage since installing
Maxiflo steam traps in various
plants at its Sasolburg factory. In
the two years since the new-tech-
nology steam traps were installed,
not one replacement or spare part
has been supplied to the com-
pany.

The successful operation of
the steam traps, supplied by In-
dustrial Steam Products, resulted
in their being specificd for the
R22 million expansion of
Karbochem's Mancozeb fungi-
cide plani. They have also been
fitted in the industrial cutlet and
mining plants, replacing the con-

ventional sieam traps that were
in operation,

Few problems have been ex-
perienced by Karbochem with
the changeover.

Corrosion and blockages in
the old plants can be a problem
but this is solved by merely flush-
ing the steam trap periodically
using a built-in *blow-down’
valve, It has also been found that
particular care needs to be paid 1o
sizing in the rotary vacuum dryer
in order to ensure the proper op-
crating capacities are met.

Unlike conventional sieam
traps which are offered in stand-
ard sizes, Maxiflo steam traps
can be supplied to exact specifi-
cations to ensure fauli-free and
effective operation. They are
manufactured from stainless steel
offering up to 20 vears of low
maintenance operation.

The simplicity of the sieam
trap design ensures (hat the only
maintenance required is a simple
periodic blowdown of the filter
element which is as easy as open-
ing and closing a ball valve. Hot
condensate can be recyeled back
into the system to offer further
energy saving.
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